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SELF-CONTAINED CARPET EXTRACTOR
READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE USING
This manual is for your protection and information. PLEASE READ CAREFULLY since failure to follow
precautions could result in discomfort or injury. When using electrical equipment, basic safety 
precautions should always be followed.

IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
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IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

WARNING!:  To reduce the risk of fire, electric shock, or injury

When using this self contained extractor, basic precautions 
should always be followed, including the following:

1. DO NOT leave unit when plugged in.  Unplug from 
outlet when not in use and before servicing.

2. DO NOT allow unit to be used as a toy.  Close  
attention is necessary when used around or near 
children.

3. Use only as described in this manual.  Use only  
manufacturer’s recommended attachments.

4. DO NOT use with damaged cord or plug.  If unit is 
not working properly because it has been dropped, 
dropped into water, left outdoors, or damaged in any 
way, contact a service center of Powr-Flite®.

5. DO NOT pull or carry by cord, use cord as a handle, 
close door on cord, or pull cord around sharp edges 
or corners.  DO NOT run unit over cord.  Keep cord 
away from heated surfaces.

6. DO NOT unplug by pulling on cord.  To unplug, grasp 
the plug, not the cord.

7. DO NOT handle plug or appliance with wet hands.
8. DO NOT put any objects into openings. DO NOT use 

with any opening blocked: keep free of dust, lint, hair, 
or anything that may reduce air flow.

9. Keep hair, loose clothing, fingers, and all parts of body 
away from openings and moving parts.

10. DO NOT pick up anything that is smoking or  
burning such as cigarettes, matches, or hot ashes.

11. DO NOT use to pick up hazardous chemicals.
12. Turn off all controls before unplugging.
13. Turn unit off immediately if foam or liquid comes from 

machine exhaust.  Empy & clean out recovery (dirty) 
tank and use defoamer to correct the problem.

14. DO NOT use to pick up flammable or combustible 
liquids such as gasoline or use in areas where they 
may be present.

15. DO NOT use where oxygen or anesthetics are used.
16. DO NOT use an extension cord unless absolutely 

necessary.  If an extension cord is used, then wire 
size must be #14 or larger and should not exceed 
25 ft. in length.  Extension cord must be a three-wire 
type to insure grounding protection.

17. Replace damaged or worn parts immediately with 
genuine original equipment parts to maintain safety.

18. This unit must be connected to a properly grounded 
outlet only.  See grounding instruction.

WARNING
To avoid fire, DO NOT 
use with a flammable 

or combustible liquid to 
clean floor.

WARNING
To avoid electric shock, 
DO NOT expose to rain.  

Store Indoors.  
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GROUNDING INSTRUCTIONS

DANGER: 
Improper use of the grounding plug can result 

in a risk of electric shock.

This self-contained extractor must be properly grounded. If 
it should malfunction or breakdown, grounding provides a 
path of least resistance for electrical current to reduce the 
risk of electric shock.  This machine is equipped with a cord 
having an equipment-grounding conductor and grounding 
plug.  The plug must be inserted into an appropriate outlet 

that is properly installed and grounded in accordance with 
all local codes and ordinances.  If repair or replacement 
of the cord or plug is necessary, DO NOT connect the 
grounding wire to either flat blade terminal.  The wire with 
insulation having an outer surface that is green with or 
without stripes is the grounding wire.

This unit is for use on a nominal 120 volt circuit, and 
has a grounded plug that looks like the plug illustrated in 
(Fig. A).  A temporary adapter that looks like the adapter 
illustrated in (Fig. B&C) may be used to connect the plug 
to a 2-pole receptacle as shown in (Fig. B) if a properly 
grounded outlet is not available.

The temporary adapter should be used only until a 
properly grounded outlet (Fig. A) can be installed by a 
qualified electrician.  The green color rigid ear, lug, or the 
like extending from the adapter must be connected to a 
permanent ground such as a properly grounded outlet box 
cover.  Whenever the adapter is used, it must be held in 
place by a metal screw.

NOTE: In Canada, the use of a temporary adapter is not permitted by the Canadian Electrical Code.

WARNING!
Improper connection of the equipment-grounding conductor can result in a risk of electric 
shock.  Check with a qualified electrician or service person if you are in doubt as to 
whether the outlet is properly grounded.
DO NOT modify the plug provided with the appliance.  If it will not fit the outlet, have a 
proper outlet installed by a qualified electrician.

 GROUNDING METHODS

 GROUNDING INSTRUCTIONS
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1. Prepare room for cleaning, moving furniture as need to 
provide a clear working area. Cover bottoms of furniture 
legs where possible. (Aluminum foil or foam blocks are 
ideal for this purpose.) Pin up curtains and drapes.

2. Gather cleaning supplies: a clean, suitable sized bucket, 
carpet cleaning solution, and pretreat solutions for heavily 
soiled traffic areas such as Powr-Flite’s Fast Lane.

3. Disconnect vacuum hose from recovery tank and lift the 
RECOVERY TANK off of the SOLUTION TANK.

4. Measure carpet cleaning solution, per manufacturers 
recommended ratio, into the SOLUTION TANK and fill 
with hot water. DO NOT use the RECOVERY TANK to fill 
the SOLUTION TANK. Debris remaining in the tank could 
damage the pump or block the jet. WARNING: DO NOT 
exceed water temperature of 150º (65º C).

5. Replace RECOVERY TANK on machine. Add defoamer 
solution, per manufacturer’s instructions as needed, in 
RECOVERY TANK.

6. Replace the transparent cover on the RECOVERY 
TANK and connect the vacuum hose to the front of the 
RECOVERY TANK.

7. Pre-treat heavily soiled carpet areas as required.

 PRE-OPERATION INSTRUCTIONS for PFX3S
NOTE - FOR COLOR FASTNESS: Before using carpet 
cleaning chemicals, test on an inconspicuous part of the 
carpet for color fastness. Place the solution on a small piece 
of clean white cloth or tissue. Rub the carpet area vigorously 
with the cleaning chemical. Excessive amounts of dye 
showing on the material would indicate that the colors are not 
colorfast, and should not be wet cleaned. 
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FIG. 1A

 OPERATION OF SELF-CONTAINED CARPET CLEANER
1. Plug the power cord into an outlet. WARNING: This machine must be properly grounded. See Grounding 

Instructions on page 4 for additional information.

2. Press the VACUUM switch “on” and the BRUSH switch to the “right” position. See FIG C for a diagram on 
operational switches.

3. To clean the carpet, squeeze and hold the SOLUTION LEVER (FIG A) to apply the cleaning solution, pulling the 
machine backwards at the same time. Stop spraying the solution approximately 12 inches (30 cm) before the 
end of your pass, so that the extractor will vacuum up all of the solution. Slightly overlap the next cleaning pass 
to prevent streaking. To avoid overwetting, it is recommended that a maximum of only two wet passes (spraying 
solution) be done. One dry pass without spraying solution will also aid in drying time. After a few passes, check 
the RECOVERY TANK to verify that no foam is present. Add extra defoamer if necessary. 

4. Empty the RECOVERY TANK when it is approximately 3/4 full. Do not refill the SOLUTION TANK without emptying 
all of the contents of the RECOVERY TANK first.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS


